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How to standardize the world with a global currency exchange system, or with a unique
paper format for the whole world, how to gather the world’s knowledge on millions of meticulously
cut and sorted index cards, when the world’s inhabitants still speak in thousands of different
languages? My paper describes and analyses the notion of a new simplified globality which should be
established by a standardized auxiliary language, designed by unknown laymen like L.L. Zamenhof,
J.M. Schleyer and advocated by renowned European scholars like Louis Couturat and Wilhelm
Ostwald around 1900. What is the media setting used to proliferate the unifying idea of one single
language besides the mother tongue? By showing the rise and fall of this kind of world projecting by
example of Ido, a derivative of Esperanto, I will balance the aims, promises and (small) achievements
on the one hand with the secular problems, epistemic obstacles and internal struggles on the other
hand which mark the end of internationalism, just at the time when World War I interrupts the
endeavours of unitizing the world.
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